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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR NANCY WYMAN




Connecticut Office of Health Reform & Innovation

Health Technology Work Group

Friday, October 18, 2011

Meeting Minutes

Members:  Roderick Bremby; Victor Villagra; Alexis Fedorjaczenko; Peter Zelez, Bobbi Schmidt; Mark Thomas; John Vittner; Louis Polzella; Vanessa Kapral; Lori Reed-Forquet; Cheryl Wamuo; Lori Reed-Forquet; Hari Chanda
Absent Members: Terrence Macy, Tia Cintron, Mark Raymond
Welcome & Introductions

Commissioner Roderick Bremby opened the meeting by welcoming new attendees and members, introducing Victor Villagra M.D., and informing attendees that Dr. Villagra will serve as Co-lead.  Commissioner Bremby requested that the meeting begin with introductions.

Approval of October 7, 2011 Meeting Minutes

Mr. Bremby asked for review of the October 7, 2011 meeting minutes and the work group charge drafted at that meeting. Peter Zelez made a motion for the approval of the minutes; motion carried and unanimously approved. 

Commissioner Bremby indicated that the only changes to the charge from the last meeting were the spelling out of the organization names. It was noted that there was a typographical error in the third paragraph, second sentence. Recommendation was made that the State Department of Education be included, also noted that the Department of Children and Families was not included. Commissioner Bremby requested a motion for the addition of the State Department of Education as well as correction of the Department of Children and Families.  Motion carried and unanimously approved. Commissioner Bremby stated that it was decided at the last meeting to leave the charge open for changes, and requested that the group review the charge at their leisure and make any comments or revisions at the next meeting.

Review Goal, Work Plan, and Meeting Schedule

Commissioner Bremby moved to review of the work. Alexis Fedorjaczenko indicated that the Office of Health Reform felt that it would be helpful to bring something to the Cabinet within the next few months in order to stay focused on achieving a deliverable. At that point it would likely not be the full scope of the work expected from this group, but a high level review with the expectation that the Cabinet would request more details and continued work.  In order to achieve this, the group would meet every other week. Commissioner Bremby asked if there were any questions regarding the work plan and if anyone had received a copy of the work plan.  No comment or discussion.

New Business 

Commissioner Bremby informed the group that one of the products the group could provide the Cabinet would be a high level review identifying/anticipating new or emerging technology that would support or enhance health reform going forward. He indicated that many states have already moved into this space and that it includes the insurance exchange but that there are other technologies out there that the group should begin to articulate, identify and map for the cabinet.  The goal would be to help the Cabinet begin to plan for where they can leverage results, funding, and opportunities to ensure that health reform is successful, but most importantly that the health is improved for the citizens of Connecticut.
Commissioner Bremby reiterated the group’s intention to have existing or emerging products identified two or three months out; to be descriptive of the products, speak to how those products are aligned or misaligned with policy.  He asked for thoughts from the group.  

· Dr. Villagra indicated he is pleased to see from the last meeting’s minutes that the Office of Health Reform wants to keep the charge focused on people.  He asked how the group would consider the different access to technology among different populations of clients, practitioners.
· Peter Zelez stated that at the first meeting, the group was forward looking, rather than looking at what we currently have or have in production. He stated that by anticipating all the needs and uses going forward, CT can be a leader for the other states.
· Commissioner Bremby responded that the group did spend a brief time discussing disparity in access to technology, and that it is his hope to position this group’s work so that the Cabinet can develop policies early on to ensure the beneficial use of and access to technology, rather than creating or being seen as a barrier.
· Cheryl Wamuo wondered if there been any thought to develop a grid to compare each system visually and present that to the cabinet. Commissioner Bremby responded that the group did not talk about the report format, but that a grid and graphic would be very useful.
· Hari Chandra asked about next steps. Commissioner Bremby stated that next steps include defining the scope of the technology that we are considering, characterizing that technology and how it will be in line with health reform, usinge grids and graphics in the presentation process.
· John Vittner stated that in his new role he is beginning a high level survey. He echoed Hari’s comments that one of the challenges that we will face is a person centric approach,  rather than a programmatic approach.  He suggested a formal recommendation to the Cabinet regarding data storage and sharing of information amongst the programs. Commissioner Bremby agreed and asked whether this should be spelled out as one of the policy recommendations for the Cabinet; John responded yes.  Commissioner Bremby asked if the first product should offer options or recommendations or ask if they want us to do more work in that area.  Mark indicated he would like to see recommendations.
Next Steps

· After discussion about existing inventories for state agencies, Commissioner Bremby, requested that the group submits to Alexis and Theresa Becchi any resources/inventories that already exist.
· Begin to flesh out the draft outline of the first document the group will create to organize its research into existing systems within the State.
Public Comment

There were no comments from the public.
Adjourn

Meeting Adjourned by Commissioner Bremby.

