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Connecticut State Innovation Model (SIM) Project 

Healthcare Innovation Steering Committee & Workgroups 

Office of the Healthcare Advocate, Hartford CT 

Sept 17th 2015 

 

My name is Supriyo B. Chatterjee and I reside in West Hartford Connecticut. I would like to submit my 

comments for your consideration. In a June 9th Public Comment to CT SIM Committee – I had mentioned 

my request to US Health & Human Services - Office of Minority Health (US  HHS OMH) and the CT 

Department of Public Health (CT DPH) for copies of Connecticut Multicultural Health Partnership 

(CTMHP)’s two Cultural Competency (CLAS) Reports along with its Conflict-of-Interest Disclosures. On 

September 9th, I received from CT DPH, copies of the two reports but not their associated Conflict-of-

Interest Disclosures as required by Federal HHS 'Public Health Service' Funding requirements. 

According to CT DPH – CTMHP is an organization supported by the Federal HHS grant and is a statewide 

coalition of various health and social service organizations, businesses and community members. 

Eastern AHEC was appointed by CT DPH for matters of fiscal sponsorship of CTMHP. The absence of 

Conflict-of-Interest Disclosures as required by Federal HHS regulations raises the question, if CTMHP is 

enjoying State Rights Immunity under the Tenth Amendment. Quite recently, the National Science 

Foundation suspended millions in grants to University of Connecticut after a Conflict-of-Interest Probe 

(Hartford Courant, May 1st). This leads me to believe that Federal subcontracts do not carry over State 

Rights Immunity to subcontractors, perhaps CTMHP has been misinterpreting the Federal statutes since 

2008. 

My question to the CT SIM Committee is: if the CT SIM’s Code-of-Ethics statement, currently under 

discussion, will include clarifications regarding Federal HHS statutes, Conflicts-of-Interest Disclosures 

and State Rights Immunity under the Tenth Amendment. 

 

Thank you. 

 
Supriyo B. Chatterjee MBA, MSc, MA (Econ) 
sbc@gmx.us 
West Hartford CT 06107 
 
References used in above comments are shown below (next page). 
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